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Founded in 1968, BWOPA understands that 
everything that affects the quality of life is 
in most ways political.  BWOPA’s primary 
goal is to educate, train, and involve as 
many African American women as possible 
in the political process.  Today, BWOPA is a 
statewide 501c4 non-profit advocacy and 
membership organization. 

OUR MISSION 

Black Women Organized for Political Action 
(BWOPA) mission is to activate, motivate, 
promote, support, and educate African-
American women about the political 
process, encourage involvement, and to 
affirm our commitment to, and solving of, 
those problems affecting the African-
American. 

BWOPA's purpose is to: 

• mentoring to insure participation in 
the political process (TILE) 

• Developing long-range strategies to 
insure representation of African 
Americans within the political 
spectrum. 

• Articulate our collective positions on 
issues affecting African Americans; 

• Develop collaborative linkages with 
other political organizations; and 

• Preserve and chronicle the political 
experience of African American 
women in California. 

Work is accomplished through our main 
organization (BWOPA), our Training 
Institute for Leadership Enrichment (TILE), 
and our Political Action Committee (PAC). 
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CHAPTER OFFICERS 

 

Hon. Cynthia Sterling – President 

 

Muriel Sykes – 1st Vice Pres. 

 

Dr. Carol Drake – 2nd Vice Pres. 

 

Melody Walcott – Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Viva Straughter – Parliamentarian 

 

Letia McCarty – Membership Chair 

 

Arthelma Johnson – Hospitality 

 

Billie Jelks-Hood - PAC  Manager 

 

 

STATE OFFICERS 

Hon. Dezie Woods-Jones – State 

President 

Laniece Jones – Executive Director 

Melody Walcott, Esq. – PAC Director 

 

 

Executive Offices 

920 Peralta Street, Suite 2A 

Oakland, Ca 94607 
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President’s Message – Honorable Cynthia A. Sterling 

 
A few other ‘Major’ dates of interest in 
April that have come and gone so fast: 
 
A special ‘shout out’ to BWOPA Sister 
Shantay Davies-Balch Management 
Fresno March of Dimes Organization 
for a successful ‘Black Maternal Health 
Week’ program April 11-17, 2019; 
BWOPA State President Hon. Dezie 
Woods-Jones was in attendance along 
with newly appointed State Director 
Heather Hutt office of U.S. Senator 
Kamala D. Harris California. The event 
was a major success.   
 
Another ‘special thank you’ to FUSD 
Trustee Keisha Thomas and former 
Fresno City Councilman Oliver Baines 
for hosting a wonderful reception for 
U.S. Senator Kamala D. Harris and 
California State Director Heather Hutt 
at the Elbow Room Friday April 12th; 
Trustee Thomas has been very busy in 
her (1st) quarter. 
 
Congratulations to BWOPA Brother 
FCOE Trustee Daren Miller and the 
Fresno BAPAC Chapter for hosting the 
BAPAC State Mid-Year Conference 
Saturday April 27th, at CSU Fresno; 
Trustee Miller is also the Fresno 

Chapter BAPAC President. 

 

Happy Mother’s Day 
 

I so love the month of May because it allows us 
to remember our Mothers in whatever way we 
want to ‘Celebrate their Life’.  Happy Mother’s 
Day to all of ‘you’ our Sisters & Brothers from 
BWOPA Fresno-San Joaquin Valley Chapter.  
 
 BWOPA’s Legislative Learning Day is  May 8th, 
in Sacramento where students from various 
high schools & colleges will meet at the State 
Capital to spend the day with their State 
Senators and Assembly people in Sacramento; 
Students will get a chance to see ‘who makes 
Policy decisions and how their State 
Government works’.  Thanks BWOPA Sister 
FUSD Trustee Keisha Thomas, for chairing the 
Fresno Chapter’s activities for the day. Fresno 
BWOPA Chapter will have approximately 40 
students attending this annual event.   
  
This past Saturday April 27th, BWOPA State 
Board met at Merritt College, Oakland, CA. 
where the State Leadership had a chance to 
review preview the ‘Legislative Schedule’ of 
Bills students will be learning about on May 8t; 

This is going to be a very informative day for 
BWOPA Students; if any of you want to be 
chaperons on this day trip please contact me to 
make arrangements, in fact it is not too late for 
this trip Wednesday May 8th; you will not be 
disappointed.  
 

 
Mark your Calendars Thursday June 20th, 
‘Salute to Sisterhood’ Honoring African 
American Women in Business; this year 
our honorees are: Brenda Buckingham, 
Taralynn Gray, Mae Johnson, Gloria 
McAllister, Laneesha Senegal, Viva 
Straughter, Yolanda Morgan Speed and 
Chenena Ward. Get your tickets and 
sponsorship information in ‘now’, sits and 
space are limited, more information in the 
‘BWOPA Newsletter’. 
 
Welcome to all of our New Members, we 
are growing so fast I can’t keep up but we 
are so looking forward to getting to know 
you and we welcome your great talent and 
enthusiasm as a member of our BWOPA 
Fresno/SJV Chapter Family.  
 
Don’t forget our General Meeting Monday 
May 13th, 5:30 pm MOR Wisdom Room; 
agenda and directions in the Newsletter. 
 
 
A Blessed & Happy Mother’s Day  
 
 
 
 
Hon. Cynthia A. Sterling President 
Fresno/SJV Chapter 

 



 

 

 

2019 – 2020 

Committee Chairpersons 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP………………………………………………………………………………………….Letia  McCarty 

 

FUNDRAISING………………………………………………………………………………………Melody Walcott 

                                                                  Billie Jelks-Hood 

 

POLITICAL EDUCATION………………………………..…………………Hon.  Kimberly Tapscott-Munson 

 

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS …………………………..……………………………………Hon. Keshia Thomas 

 

HOSPITALITY ………………………………………………….………….………………………..Arthelma Johnson 

                                                                                  Letia McCarty 

 

COMMUNICATION………………………..…………………………………….……………………….Muriel Sykes 

 

EDUCATION ………………………………….…………………………………………………………Dr. Tonya Fisher 

 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ……………………………………………………..………………………….Melody Walcott 

 

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY…………………….…………………….…………………………….Taralynn Gray 

 

HEALTH CARE …………………………………………….………..……………………………………Brenda Starks 

 

 

 

Membership 

Thank you to those who paid their 

2019 membership dues. 

 

Joanna Bazarian 

Cathy Brass 

Dr. Gail Crooms 

Shantay Davies 

Dr. Carol Drake 

Billie Jelks-Hood* 

Dr. Crystal Jackson 

Arthelma Johnson* 

Carol Laval 

Letia McClarty* 

Shawnterra McClarty 

Carol Mills 

Gwen Morris* 

Laneesha Senegal 

Dottie Smith 

Cynthia Sterling* 

Muriel Sykes* 

Kimberly Tapscott-Munson 

Melody Walcott* 

Dezie Woods-Jones* 

Carmen Zamora 

 

*-Lifetime members 
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PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bwopatile-legislative-learning-day-sacramento-2019-tickets-55363218878 
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